THESIS PRESENTATION GUIDELINES
CONTENT
· You have 15 minutes to present your thesis project. If you go to 15 minutes, I will stop you at that point, so no one will be allowed to exceed 15 minutes, no matter how much information you’ve given at that point. That’s why it’s important to Practice this in advance so you know where to cut parts if it is over 15 minutes.

· The MAJORITY of the presentation should be you speaking to us, so don’t fill your time with clips/pictures/etc. Speak. To. Us.

· You should present roughly…

· 3-5 minutes on an introduction and a rough breakdown of your rationale for doing the study. We do not need to hear your literature review – that’s for a paper, not a presentation.

· Introduction (no more than 2 minutes) – Get our attention, Tell us what you studied, Tell us what you will be presenting today (list your main points)

· Rationale (no more than 3-4 minutes) – Tell us WHY you chose to do this study – are you testing a certain theory? Are there prevalence statistics that make your topic important to the audience? Is this a socially important topic? Why?

· State your research question.

· 1-2 minutes on describing your methodology. You do not need to explain it in detail. Just tell us what method you used and why you think this method was appropriate for your study. This is where you would also give us information on your sample.

· 5-8 minutes telling us your results and discussing those. You are basically combining your results and discussion here. So, for example, I might tell you one major finding I had and then give some possible explanations for that finding – in terms of my previous research and /or theory. Then, I’d move to the next finding and do the same thing. This should be very organized – finding, explanation, finding, explanation, etc. You do not need to present every finding you had in your paper – just the major/important ones that addressed your research question… that’s all we’re interested in hearing anyway.

· < 1 minute telling us the two top limitations in this study – what would you have done differently?
· 2-3 minutes telling us the Implications of your study – how does this affect the audience? What can they do with this information? Why is it important for us to know what you found? What difference does it make? Why should we care? Are there any major implications for what your findings say about your theory? Do they support/contradict the theory? How so?

· 1-2 minutes on a conclusion – this is where you very briefly recap the main finding of your study (in other words, what was the answer to your research question?), list the main points you covered for us today (just like you did in your intro), and end with a final clinching statement to make us think. Just like you wouldn’t do in a paper, in a presentation you do not say “thank you” or “that’s it” or “I’m done.” Just end with your final statement and sit down.

PRESENTATION
· Everyone will be required to use a Powerpoint presentation. I highly recommend sticking to this and avoid using the whiteboard, posters, or any other “old school” materials. Be professional. With that in mind, here are some basics of Powerpoint… do not violate these!

· DO NOT write out complete sentences on your slides – we want to hear you talk; we should not be reading anything on the screen. Stick to key words, fragments, and numbers on the slides. The only exceptions to this would be quotes from your findings and your research question.   

· DO NOT use a fancy, excessive background on your slides – the more basic, the better it looks and the more we’ll pay attention to you speaking.

· DO use contrasting fonts/colors/sizes. For example, using dark letters on a dark background would be bad, as would light on white. Think about it. It’s common sense.

· DO cite all source materials you use. A presentation isn’t any different than a paper. If you refer to someone’s work or use a picture from them (other than the powerpoint stock pictures), you must reference them or you are plagiarizing.

· DO NOT look behind you – ever – at the screen. This is a formal presentation. That means you should already know what’s on the screen behind you as you speak, so there is no reason to look there. Stay looking at us. Along with that…

· DO NOT read ANYTHING. Period. You should be speaking to us. You know this topic very well; you’ve spent an entire semester on it. Just TELL us about it in your own language, using your own commonly used words.

· DO feel free to use powerpoint slides as a way to show us graphs/tables/etc. Visual representation of your findings is a great way to spice up a presentation. Take advantage of that.

· DO NOT use anything that is distracting, such as moving/animated pictures, noises that accompany entrance/exits, etc. Keep it simple. That’s key in a professional presentation.

· You will want to look semi-professional (business casual) when presenting. However, I suggest you wear something comfortable as well. You don’t need to be fancy. You just need to look “put-together” in a way that’s not distracting to the audience (nothing flashy or sexy or risqué) and not distracting to you (nothing too tight, short, or otherwise uncomfortable).
· You will not be permitted to stand behind any tables. You may use a podium if you wish, but remember it’s a crutch – it hinders performances; it doesn’t help them. The best option would be to use the podium as a place to put your notes (if you insist) and then walk around to us while speaking. What I do in class is not a formal presentation; it’s teaching. So if I were giving a formal presentation, you’d see me holding my notecards and walking around comfortably to talk. Do not use what we do in class as an example, because it’s not a formal presentation or a speech. The thesis presentation is.

· If you screw up, keep going. We don’t know you messed up unless you tell us in some way.

· Bring a backup plan in case your technology doesn’t work. In other words, I would suggest emailing your presentation to yourself, saving it on a flash drive, etc.

· On any note cards you use, write out only key words that will help you remember what to say next. DO NOT write out full sentences. If you do, you’ll be too likely to want to read from them. And the WORST thing you can do in this presentation is to read to us! You’ll be required to turn in your note cards at the end of your presentation and I will be looking to see that you didn’t write out your presentation word for word – key words only!
Consider this information in the form of a checklist to help you excel. If you follow it all, you will do well on your presentation. If you opt to not listen to something on here, it will be reflected in your grade.
