POSSIBLE THESIS CONTENTS
(one way of doing it)

By Dr. McCarney
The parts of the paper are as follows (the format may vary somewhat, depending on the type of research, but these are the essential ingredients):

1. TITLE PAGE

2. ABSTRACT

3. INTRODUCTION: The research question or objective and its "contexts"

a. A rationale stating of what importance or significance your project is to your particular area of study. Be as specific as you can ("improving humanity" is too vague).

b. A discussion of the central ideas of the one or two major theorists that apply to your project.

c. The specific research question or objective.

d. Definitions of specialized key terms in the research question or objective. Avoid dictionary definitions. Define the terms as they function in your project. Terms that are generally known and are not used in a specialized sense should not be defined.

e. A literature review, summarizing your sources related to your research question or objective in terms of content, method or both. Sources may include books, journal articles, unpublished theses, material gathered from the Internet, and interviews with experts in the area of theory that your project evolved from. HOWEVER, the sources used in a lit review must be scholarly, primary sources. We will go over how to write a literature review, and what a related source is.

4. PROCEDURES AND RESULTS

a. In this section describe in detail the steps you took to collect and organize your data. Present your results, with no editorializing or opinions. Obviously, the kind of data analysis will dictate the form your results take; results may be presented in quantitative form, when appropriate, including frequencies, percentages, graphs, tables, etc. Or they may be presented in qualitative form (people's responses to open ended questions on a survey, themes you perceived in media content, etc.) 

5. DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSIONS

a. Compare and evaluate your results in terms of the theorists and/or related sources you discussed in the first part of the paper.

b. Explain why you think you got the results you did

c. Discuss what you consider to be the most important aspects or the implications of your results.

d. Discuss what you might do differently if you could do the project over; what did you learn? 

e. Discuss ideas for future projects suggested by your work.

f. Discuss anything else you think is relevant.

6. REFERENCES – APA Style, of course (
7. APPENDIX (If Appropriate) 

