Framework for Making Ethical Judgments
(Johannesen, Valde, & Whedbee, 2008)

Use!

1. Can I specify exactly what ethical criteria, standards, or perspectives are being applied by me or others? What is the concrete grounding of the ethical judgment?
2. Can I justify the reasonableness and relevancy of these standards for this particular case? Why are these the most appropriate ethical criteria among the potential ones? Why do these take priority (at least temporarily) over other relevant ones?

3. Can I indicate clearly in what respects the communication being evaluated succeeds or fails in measuring up to the standards? What judgment is justified in this case about the degree of ethicality? Is the most appropriate judgment a specifically targeted and narrowly focused one rather than a broad, generalized, and encompassing one?

4. In this case to whom is ethical responsibility owed – to which individuals, groups, organizations, or professions? In what ways and to what extent? Which responsibilities take precedence over others? What is the communicator’s responsibility to her/himself and to society at large?

5. How do I feel about myself after this ethical choice? Can I continue to “live with myself” in good conscience? Would I want my parents or spouse to know of this choice? Would I feel ashamed of myself?

6. Can the ethicality of this communication be justified as a coherent reflection of the communicator’s personal character? To what degree is the choice ethically “out of character”?

7. If called upon in public to justify the ethics of my communication, how adequately could I do so? What generally accepted reasons or rationale could I appropriately offer?

8. Are there precedents or similar previous cases to which I can turn for ethical guidance? Are there significant aspects of this instance that set it apart from all others?

9. How thoroughly have alternatives been explored before settling on this particular choice? Might this choice be less ethical than some of the workable but hastily rejected or ignored alternatives?
