“Dear Ann…”: An Activity for Synthesizing and  Applying Interpersonal Concepts
The purpose of this activity is to synthesize and apply interpersonal theories and concepts learned throughout the semester to real life situations.
This project is a synthesis of what you are learning in interpersonal communication. Therefore, the easiest way I can get you to think about analyze a personal problem and use the wealth of information you don’t even know you are learning is to have you put it into the form of Ann Landers’ column. Therefore, the following steps should be followed for this 2-part assignment.
Part 1:

1) Write a letter to Ann Landers. This means you have to make the description of your problem very concise and focus on a specific aspect of the problem. You are asking Ann Landers a specific question. What specifically do you want her to answer for you? Sign this paper using a pseudonym that only you and I will know.

2) This letter is due on ______.  You will turn in two (2) copies of your letter. One with your real name AND pseudonym on it (I will keep that one) and one with JUST your pseudonym on it (I will hand that one out to a classmate).

3) I will then randomly distribute the letters to members of the class. No one will know your problem or letter to “Ann” unless you tell them. 

Part 2:

1) Each of you will receive a letter written by a classmate to “Ann Landers”. You are “Ann Landers”. Using the vast amount of knowledge you are learning in interpersonal communication, have Ann Landers respond to the problem with suggestions for how to solve it. These suggestions need to be specific in nature and need to be supported by interpersonal theory and concepts. Based on what you have learned about interpersonal communication, how would an “educated” Ann Landers respond to this problem? Cite your sources and support for the decisions you have made in a reference page. We will spend time debriefing these in the assigned class periods.

2) You will turn in (2) copies of your response – one with your real name on it for me to grade, and one with just Ann Landers’ name on it. 

Your grade will be divided into the following sections:

a. Letter to “Ann Landers”:

____ / 25
· Problem concise/specific/clearly defined

· Well written and explained

· No more than 1 ½ pages single spaced

· In “Ann Landers” letter format

b. Response from “Ann Landers”: 
____/50
· Concise/specific directions and suggestions

· Theories and concepts explicitly recognized and understanding of those theories demonstrated clearly.
· Practical advice and application of interpersonal theories and concepts

· Well written and explained

· No more than 2 pages single spaced

· In “Ann Landers” response format

· Sources cited in reference page

TOTAL____/75
